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customs. They, believed that Government intended to
force the Christian religion and foreign customs upon
Hindu and Mussulman alike. This was the chief among
the secondary causes of the rebellion. It was believed
by every one that Government was slowly but surely
developing its plans. Every step, it was thought, was
being taken with the most extreme caution. Hence it
is that men said that Government does not speak of
proselytising Mohammedans summarily and by force ;
but it will throw off the veil as it feels itself stronger,
and will act with greater decision. Events increased
and strengthened this conviction. Men never thought
that our Government would openly compel them to
change their religion. The idea was, that indirect
steps would be taken. It was supposed that Govern-
ment would, by making the people deprived of a know-
ledge of their own faith, work on the cupidity and
poverty of its subjects, and, on condition of their
abjuring their faith, offer them employment in its own
service.

In the year 1837, the year of the great drought, the
step which was taken of rearing orphans in the prin-
ciples of the Christian faith, was looked upon through-
out the North-West Provinces as an example of the
schemes of Government. It was supposed that when
Government had similarly brought all Hindustanees to
a pitch of ignorance and poverty, it would convert them
to its own creed. The Hindustanees used to feel an
increasing dismay at the annexation of each successive
country by the Honourable East India Company.

In the first days of British rule in Hindustan, there
used to be less talk than at present on the subject
of religion. It has been commonly believed that
Government appointed missionaries and maintained
them at its own cost. It has been supposed that
Government, and the officers of Government through-
out the country, were in the habit of giving large sums
of money to these missionaries, with the intention of
covering their expenses, enabling them to distribute
books, and in every way aiding them. Many cove-
nanted officers and many military men have been in the
habit of talking to their subordinates about religion ;
some of them would bid their servants come to their
houser and listen to the preaching of missionaries, and